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HE true Spirit of Quixotifm, or Martial 

Lunacy, confifts in forming ftrong Ideas of 

imaginary Dangers and Adventures, and 

in violent Fits of a Romantick Rage or 

Impulfé, work’d up to fuch a Height, that 

every thing, which comes in the way, is taken for an 
Enemy, and reprefented to the Mind as a proper Object 
of Valour and Prowefs. Hence the renownd Hero of 
La Mancha is faid to Sleep.in Armour, to be perpe- 
tually liftnittg to Alarms, and fearching up and down for 
Opportunities of being well-Thrafhd und Beaten. In 
emities of his Diftemper, he miftook Warned mills 

for Giams, Puppets for Knights-Errant, Fucks of Shecp 
for Armies, Inn-keepers for Magicians : and aloft cvery 
think he met upon the Road, was call'd Ghevaiier. ‘Tle 
Rife of his Madnefs is imputed, by the Learned Aurhor 
of his Life and AGions, to his being diawn afide im iis 
Youth by the Study of Kaight-Erranty : When all his 
Delight was to pore upon Books of Chivalry, contain 
ing the Feats, Enterprizes and Rencounters of Cham- 
pions and Warriours ; which, it feems, had been fo well 


deftribed, that our unwary Reader and Pr ficient was firlt” 


betray'd into a Belief of their being True, and then 
into aneager Defire of Imitation. Under this Perfon 
of Don Quixor is reprefented a Sect of Warlike Cox- 
combs, who, in Cervantes’s Days, did very much Infeft 
the Inland Parts of Spain. They. were commonly fel- 
lows of Birth and Fortune ; wiio, in peaceable Times, 
were driven to a Necefliry of providing for their Vaiour 
this way ; and the Vanity was fo prevailing, that a quiet 
well-meaning Traveller could hardly pais the Road, 
without sheeting one of thefe /ron Men ; atid compound- 
ing for his Safety. by doing Homage to the Adventurer’s 
Knighthood, or Miffrefs, Cervantes’s Book is fiid to have 
done a great deal of Good by Reforming this growing 
Extra e; tho’ I am inclin’d to think, the Whin 
was rather a Refle@ion upon the Intellettuals of his 
Countrymen, than any great Damage to the Nation in 
general, For when the Terms of Accommodation were 
fo very eafy, fo that one could lave paffed unmolefied 
by humouting the Lwnatick with the Ceremony of kif 
fing his Spurs, or giving him up his Dalcinea for a Pa- 
ragon ; 1 muft own, J thould have Jook’d on a Frolick 
now and then of this kind, rather as Entertaining, than 
Dangerous. Not but the Famous Qwixet is reported 
to have done confiderable Damage among Shepherds, 
Millers, and Carriers; and at one time to have demo- 
hifthd a whole Puppet- Show. However as I hinted above, 
thefe Romantick Gentlemen being commonly Rich, and 
withal 'very Generous and great Defpifers of Montcy, 
the Matter might eafily be made up, and the injur’d Party 
had"probalily, in thefe extraordinary Cafes, more than 

cient Reparation. 

What a hoble Opportunity would the fame Cervntes 
have, to improve his Art, and carry this way of Wri- 
ting much further ; were he now alive, and as Convet- 


ant in our Affairs, as in the Humours of his own 


Country! The fame Martial Mednefs is broke out 


| amone-usy-a2Diftemper more raging and violent, and 


roduétive of more Ridiculous, and far more dangerous 


fests. Inftead of touchivg here and there a weak Head, 


or reaching only to a few frolickfome Individuals, it 
has Infegted whole Bodies and Secicties of Warhke &»:- 
thujiajis: The Party is almofi as ftiong as the Delution 
with which they are animated ; and our Romeanticn 
Madmen watch up and dewn in Troops and Squa- 
drons : The Regularity and Refemblance of their Frenzy 
creates Order and Pilciplines. We have our Books 
and Levends of Chivaiy, containing the Fears and 
Adventures of Lvrint Saints, of Hiy Almcenzors and 
Dranxcanpres, bound by ftricst Vow, and aflified by Svges 
and Migiciens ; Wio dcfioyd Nations, made whole 
Kingdoms do Homige and poy Tribute to thcir Mighti- 
nets; tamed the Be /f, and Kept che great Wore uader ; 
trod upon the Necks of Aixgs, and kick'd Gonns and 
Sccpares before them; reliew'd the Diftreiled by chaneii g 
their Condition ; freed Mankind for their own Ufe, ana 
turn'd the World, as Artificers whirl about the Gi/rbe, 
to prove the Regularity of irs Morioii. Some of thefe 
Knights were by Birth gentie and of low Deerces f) 
called from the Pcft'e, the Golden Fieece, the Trambeon, 
or the Brazen Helmet: Others had been Peges, Dwarf’, 
and Squires, and many of them, were torc'd’ to goa 
great way in Search of their Parentage: And yet the 

onours: they acquir'd, the’ Spoils they won, and the 
Dominions they conquerd, ‘waftly furpafs’d the leficy 
Acquifitions of a Mijtrefs's Scarf, a Sdadin's Deechier, 
a Sett of: Armour, ia Cupboard cf Plate, won at tome 
Tournement ; a Cejile, a Palice, or even than the rich 
Poffeflioys of the Hilands of Pines, Batrarara, or of Fire s'- 


mect Balis The Arms, Enfigns, and cther Relicks of 


their Chivalry, are fiill to be fecn, and thew’d in Me- 
inory of their greanAdlions: The Bedtin and Thixible, 
the Confecrared Cloek and Band, and the Enchanred 
Nofe, once more loud and dreadful than Aj/olpho’s Horn, 
or the Drazen Trumpet. Hiltorians ere ftill big wich 
the Praifés of thofe beautiful Dames, wliofe Charms in- 
fpird them to do fuch Wonders. Wito has not heard 
of the Renown'd Parzyen, the Peerlefs Lady Faétion, 
and of the Incomparable Princefs, and Queen of all 
Amazons, the: Marchlefs and Divine Lady Pepablica ! 


From whom are defecnded thofe deleétable Howers cf 


our Soil, and bright-fhining Stars of our Osb 3 in the 
Defence of whofe tionour, fo many Modern Kvighe: 
have buckled on their Armour, and are gone out im 
queft of Adventures; to challenge all Comers, : ard 
make the World do Homage to their Pafe@ions. “Ihe 
Fijiories and Records of thefe fivange and wonderfu; 
Tranfa@ions were the fole Reafon, that fet fo «many for - 
ward Genis among us, upon the bold Attempt of Figiic- 
ing up to fuch great Examples : and of winning tm- 
mortal Honour and.immenfe Wealth, by treadin2 in 
the fame Stepts, and following after thefe rare and me 
morable Atchievements. Henie it is, that we have {.]! 
fo much Talk and Noife about Giawts, Drevons, Mon- 


fiers and Magicians. Hence the turprizing Kelations ot 


Deanofels in Diftrefs, Champions under clofe Durance 


ftrange Knights Enchanted, and the neceftity of Relieving 


them. Hence we have been fo milied and kept in feng 


rance, as to the troe Nature of + Windmill, a Repos a 
Fiock q Sheep, and the Puppets of Mafter Peter. Bur fach 
hath been made, and fo mach Wealth hath been 
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expended in the Equipping of a Modern Knight, his Re- 
tinue, and Fellw-Champions ; and in repairing the Da 
mages done by his Lying about him, more than what the 
Carcafs ot the Giant, or Fall of the Mon/ffer really came 
to, that we want a Second Cervantes to fet thefe things 
in a true Light, and to give all the Modern Improve- 
ments of ( bivalry and Coloncking their due Weight and 
proper Embelifhments in H/jfor). 

But to defcend to the plain honeft Meaning of this 
Marrer. All our Fears and Fealoufies, all the immode- 
rate Cry of Dangers and Apprebenjions, all thofe Brails 
and Contentions, which reign amongft us, and make the 
full Contents and Burden of our Weekly, Monthly, and 
Yearly Pamphlets, are finally to be refolv’d into the im- 
menfe Fand and inexhauftible Source of Fidlion; and 
Fattion (whofe very Sound is a Prelude to Mifchiet, and 
whofe Meaning carries a thoufand publick Evils along 
with ir) is no etherwife to be accounted for, than by 
refulving all her Interefts, and very Being, into thofe 
ample Gratifications of Ambition and Avarice, with 
which fhe hath glutted her Favourites and Followers, 
in the Days of her Succefs and Profperity. This is the 
Reafon, that fo many among us aye birt aid and Brib'd, 
andthen, by natural Confequences, Pleas’d, to be im- 
posdon. Their Appeties fpoil their Jntelkcts : Elfe how 
could it be, that wife and fenfible Readers could fall a 
Prey to dull and foohih Writers 2? Why fhould any one, 
who caii Tvink tolerably, fuffer another to Think fer 
bios, to the worft Purpefes? Or why fpeak after a 
Pa»j dct, when he would take it as a very ereat Af- 
front, to be told, chat he is fuch another Man as the 
Author? 1 am confident, there are matty, who of 
themic!ves had never known what Sedi:n was, and 
yct Study to attain it, under the falfe Norion of Poll- 
ticks, The Mi-forrune is, that we are a Nation ex- 
treamly Singular in this Point: We think Learning, 
like Woe, is never right, unlefs it comes from the Lee ; 
and Ike Children, we are apt to imagine, that the beit 
Proof of our having our Liberty, is that we can Abute 
u. We have a Fiétion among us, upon whom chiefly 
this Degeneracy is to be Chargd; and they have made 
us the moft remarkable People under Heaven, for thie 
Encouragement of Paanicks and Alarms, Fears and Jea- 
loufies, Clamours and Calumnies. Ve is but the other 
Day, thar I sead the following Piece of News in moft 
of our Pepers, which Tthall cranferibe, as 1 find ic, in 
the Dei Courant of Mendy che 19th Ulgeno, in the 
Aviicie fiom Paris, 
“© ?Tis aftirm’d, that in the aft Audicnce, which the 
Da:ch Ambaflad rs had of the Aivz, they defird on 
“ rhe Parr of the S.ates General, lus Majefty’s Prote- 
“ rection: offering to give up to him in Kanders, what 
“© Places be would chufe, for fear of a new War. —— 
] thall not tianfcribe the reft, becaufe it fpeaks very fa- 
vourably of the Grand Monarch, 

Now it Bricifh Aabeffidors had faid thus much, what 
ary Alarm muithave fi llowd! How many Clamours, 
Fear: and ‘Jealovfies, would an Eng!ifh Writer have dif 
cover d in this Big belly'd Paragraph ¢ What! Detire 
the French King’s Protection! And Protefants to 
do this! O*fer him his Choice of their Barrier ; which 
coft us fo much Blood and Treafure! Could a Mini/rry 
give fuch Infirustions! Were thefe Towns taken, only 
to be made a Preféne of ! And to be given up Undemo- 
lifb'd ! Yn Dunkirk fo foon toreotren! Was the Briti/h 
Cowt not confuited in this Affur ! Efpecially fince the 
leatiic! Author of the Barrier-Treaty Vindicated has fo 
fully prov'd, that the Datch Barrier is our Barricr: 
And if we patd for ic, muft they give it away !— 
Much more might be made of this furprizing Incident, 
in the Hands of a good Clamour-mouger : Bur the Datch 
are 2 wife fiedly Feople. They do not love the Mane 
jaiture of the Prej: well enough to be Ruin d by it. 

They keep a firict tiand over al) Writers, and purfue 


the Libeller, with very fevere Cenfares, thro’ all hi, 
Difguifes and Methods of Concealinent ; whether h. 
reflects upon the Government by Sigu:, borrow d Name; 
or Pittures; all which, as my Lord Coke reports the 
Cafe, are Ingredients in Libelling. A Crime, which hy 
makes to be as early as the Times of David and Fob,why 
both complain’d of it; the One, gs a great Reproach 
to his /lonour ; and the other, as a fevere Tryal of |j; 
Patience ? And the Original of this Crime the upright 
Fujticiary very truly afcribes to Three deteftable Cautes 
or Motives, 1. Pravitaiis Iacermentum. 2. Burfe Dc. 
cremcnium., And, 3-Conjcientia Detrimentum, But the 
Duich, as 1 faid, are a wife Nation; and their Wifdom 
is Ufetul and Pratical. They will be the Keepers of 
thofe Liberties, which they maintain; they know the 
Difference between the Fieedom of Petitioning, Reg- 
foning, and Arguing ; and the Freedom of Calumniar. 
ing, Caviling, and Afperfion, Sf any Pesfon concern J 
wants to be told, who is Judge: They can foon thew 
him ; whilft their Neighbours are yet in Difpute abou 
that Que/tion. 

We, onthe other Hand. havea Faction in our Bowels 
who, when it comes to their Turn to fubmir, make no 
difference between Liberty and Power ; that alk their Bu- 
finefs may be only to fquabble about the Profits: And 
what is the greateft Calamity we labour under, they 
have fo far teaz'd us, and hackney’d themfelves with 
this everlafting Dinn about Popery, that upon the cafti 
up their Accounts between Fool and Kamen; the Baj- 
lance is extreamly to the Advantage of the Former : For 
by Strefs of Zamtolagy and Perverfenefs of Contradsétion, 
many are brought to Believe out of Principle, what be: 
fore they only Told out of Defign, or witnefied by Agree: 
ment: Which is one main Reafon, why we are at pre- 
fent fo over-run with State-Fanaticks, 

This Diftin&tion between Ciwtch-Fanaticks and State. 
Fanaticks, isas Old as the Reign of King Charles WM. and 
is thus fet out by a Writer of good Spirit in thofe Times, 
‘* By Church-Fanaticks 1 meanthofe, who, under Pre 
“ tence of Tendernefs of Conftience, do deny and re- 
“* fufe all manner of Conformity to the Difcipline of 
“ the Eftablifhd Church, and Faggor themfelves into 
“ feparate Congregations. Bur befides, and in Con: 
“ rradiftinction to thefe, there are your Dappled Con- 
« formifts, or Half-way-men, who come to rhe Publick 
“ Prayers, by way of faying Grace to the next Politick 
“ Club they are yoing to; your Profeffors of Perfpe- 
“ tive, who from the Top of Dover Cajtie, will pre- 
* tend to fee the Pope ac Dinner; and your ‘Acheithica 
* Wir-mongers, thofe Devilith Fellows tor the Prote/iant 
“ Interefi, who thongh they are of no Religion ar all, 
yet have chat Word everlaftingly at their Tongue’s 
“ end, asthe Cue at which they begin all their Sedirious 
“ Talk againft the prefene Conftiruion of the Civil 
“ Government, or the Adminiftration of Publick At: 
“© fairs. Now thefe are Stare-Fanaticks. 

This Account may ferve to fhew us, that fome of our 
Political Vicet are not pure Invention. But } hope, an 
unaccountable Race ot Men, who were the Jeft of sba 
Reign, will never be able to Hart us in Thus. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
Al the Golden Sugar-Loaf, right againft the-Horfe at 


Charing-Crofs, up one pair of Stairs, are all Sorts of Morn- 
ing Gowns fold tor Men and Women of Brocades, rith flower'd 
Damask Sactins, and Callicoes; being the Goods ot People that 
have sail’d, and can be affoided a great Pennyworth, - NB. Any 
Genticmen or Ladies may have the right Silk Wadding tor Inter 
linings, being the fotteft, warmelt, and lighteft Thing that cvet 
was 4nown to the World, donc after the Indian Manner, and 2 
cheap as Colchefter Bays; with the neweft Sorts of Quilted aad 
Cauvis Petticoats and Wattecoats for Ladics. 
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